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IIctillg, 'l'he zeal of the legislators in their eirol,ts to pl'otect
the intel'cats of the state and to limit the cost of the bttildiugi
had caused the insertion of provisions in the Itct without which
it would not have passed the legislature, that continued se·
riously to impede thc WOl'k of the commissioners, especially
iu the maHer of allticipntillg future reveuues for the pllymeut
of the pl'ogl'essing WOl'lL '1'he legislaturcs of 1897 nnd 1899
relnxed the Illw ill this l'cspeet, and gave to the eOllllllissionel's
the necessary fl'ecdom in the anticipation of fUllds, so that the
work could bc carried on without iutel'l'uption. On August
31st, 1897, the contr8ct fOI' the extcl'ior and interior W811S,
up to but not including the dome, was awarded to thc Butlel'
RYllll Compnny, of St. Paul. '1'hey WCI'e eontl'8ctol'S not only
of cxpcrt ability but of gl'ea.t fidelity ill the execution of all
thcil' nndertnkillg8, 'l'hc state was exceedingly fortUllate ill
finding among its OW1I citizens men so ca.pable of successCully
accomplishing a work of sueb magnit.ude,

It was at this point. in the work of construction that the
architect mnde the fi.'st dcpnl'tmoc from the genel'nl cxpceta-·
!ion of the public, With so Illltlly l{inds of building stOllfl to
be fouud within the stnte, fl'OIll the evel'lasting granite to the
friable limestone, it was the common belief, and indeed had
been the promise of thc PloOllloter8 of thc legislation, that ouly
Minnesota sUme would be used to build its capitol. But. with
a courageous devotion to the artistic nud beautiful, llud a.
consistent adhe.'ence to the fit.ncss of "\- classic structure, aU
considerations of state advcrtisement- wCl'e sct aside and
the only mnterial adnpted to the architectlu'e of the building
was 5lclectcclo The beautiful lIUtrble: 01 the Grecian mountains
was not possible, but. hnrdly less beautiful than that of Pen
telikon was the marble found in the <llIRrries of Georgia, It
had alreltdy becn uscd in t.he 1\..rt Oallery of Washington,
nnd the stnte cnpitol of lthodc Island with admil'able effect,
and, despite lIlanifold cl'iticisHl, the COllllllissioncl's determined
to lldopt the advice of the lu'ehitcet and to lise it. fOI' OUI'

capitol. The completed building in its pme magllilice1lce con
1i,'llIs nnd vindicates the wisdom of the commissioners,
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LAn~o THE CORS~R STONK

On July 27t.h, 1898, t.he laying of the COI'nel' st.one was
celebrat.ed with appl'opriate ceremonies. 'nIC dfly itself was
bright flnd auspicious. Elaborate preplll'llt.ions were made fol'
the comfol't. of t.he great lIlultit.ude Uutt asscmbled to witness
the interesting event.. A large Dumber of public men whose
names are identified with the hislol'y at the sLRte, many of
them from its earliest days, were prescnt. The whole city of
St, Paul was adol'l)oo in holiday attirc, Tlle pageant.ry of
the parade, the waving of the flags, and the iuspil'illg musio
of the bands, stimulated the enthusiasm of the cl'owd, and
mude the day one that will be long remembel·c(l.

Tlle excl'ciscs began by GovCrnor Clough l'equesting Arch
bishop Ireland to invol[e the Divine benediction npon the pro
ceedings, aftel' which ?\fr, Graves on behalf of the Collllllis
sionel'S made a clear and IIlOSt. 11lIppy staLcment of the wOl'k
of the BOll.l'd, from the breaking of the ground to the COIll
pletion of the foundation, ready for the eOl'llel' stone, Gov
el'llOI' Clough thcn introduced United Statea Scnator C, K.
Davis, who delivered all oration of gl'eat eloquence, COIll
mCIllOI'ative of thc OCcaSiOll, UPOIl the conclusion of the ad
dress of Senatol' Davis, Judge FlltlHhuu, one of the first Su
preme Judges of the state, in u most fitting nddl'css presented
to cx-govcrllol' Ralllsey l:t silvcl' trowel, to be used ill the lay.
ing of the stone, which thc vCllcl'fl.blc govel'no)' IllOst appro·
]H'intely acknowledged, Upon l'cqllest of Governor Clough,
i\rr, N, P, Langford then rend a list of the variOLlS Ilrticles
llll<l memorinls deposited ill the COl'nel' stOIIC, .. indicative of
thc pl'ogl'ess of the state ill art, lit.el'n!.111'C, nnd agl·icIIltlll'e,"·

*In Ih" 'I""le<1 ""d ~oldel,<,d box l1Hlt llex III the I:Ol'll\:" ~tone Ihe
follow I"" ,u'Uclcs wl:re place<1, 10 Ite fop u"kllown hut"jl'ed" or )'eAI'X:

Holy Bible,
Stl\tUles or nUl Sinte or Mlllllexotn, Vols, I nlld ~,
LlllIt jlUhll"hed \Innllal report or Ihe "eCI'etllry or "llltc or l\.Iinnesola,
Luxl jJuhll",hed annual ,'el'(".t of the i'l11""'lSOlu "tnle " ..dllor,
l",xt l>ubllllhed "nnual rellOrt of the i\Ulllluoh, "I"te Irea"urer,
Legllllatlve "'''''l\.lIb! of Millnexotn for til" )'I!llnl 1893, 1896, lind ~897,
HllItOI')' of i\llnne!lOla Voluntee"" In Ihe 'Vnr of the Re .... lIlon. VollI. I

..nd ~
Volumes ~ 11",1 8 or ,he MlnneSOla IIl1I101'1e1l1 Soclely Colh,ctlonx,
"'linn"80I" }fl.xtorlcal Society Ilu\.lIlCfttlon, "How i'Ill\meflOlt\ O<'came

1\ 8tllle:'
Congres"lonal directory of the }o'lrt)'·nfth COllgrellll or the United

8\1\1",
Hisiory or the new cal,Hot leldslnUon,
The orll,nal draft of the blll orawn and lnlrodul'ed In the legi.lature

by Hon, W:U lam B. D<,nn, or 81. Puul, tor Ihe e ....<'tlon or a new l'aplto1.

.....
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'Yheu the list had been read, GOVCl'UOI' Clongh flsked the
commissioners to place the box ill the cavity prepared fot, it.

NelWa lHlItory or MlllnelKl!a.
Illlltory of the Sioux War or lU!-6S, by Isaac V. D. Heard.
IIllnllellOla YeRI' lJook for Ille yeaI'll 1853 and 181'>3.
Photollmphll of Ihe llew capitol.
PhotO&Mlplul ,..".I enlTllvlngll of i\Unnesolll. cltles !lnd "Illage•.
.r.!tnll"'RllOlia Through II Can'e.....
COl,lea of the 101111 luulld dHlly neWllplll>e... of St. l":Bul and l.llnneapolli.
Badle of the Paught"", or VeleMln_, Tent No.1, St. Paul, 1oIlnn.
RellOrt or Ihe Grnn<l ArlllY of the Rel,"bUe for MlnnelKlta.
Amel"lcall nng lind rOllle'" of St. FlIut Camp No. I, S'ma or Veterans.

U. S. A.
One nil gold coin. one $10 gold col". and one $5 gold coIn, lind on..

each of all the aurer. niCkel, llnd OOI)~r coins of the United Stales or this
date.

Po,'!l'llit or Ale"""d"r RAlllJley, nl'llt 80ren,or of the Territory of
Mlnneaotll.

Portrllit of Hem')" Hllsllngs Sibley, first governor of the Stale of
MlnneSOIll"

A eop)' or the Introduetor)" addreu hy HOll. Charles H. Ora,'es.
A reI')" or the oration ,Itlh'ered loday by lion. C.ushman K. l)a,·I.s.
COllper pllltt:ll or the 1lt!1l1 or the Territory lind Ihe Stnte or lIJlnneoJOta.
Copper plate etching" of south front *"e,"al1on "ml Ilrlnell),,1 11001' plans

of the ..-apllo!.
A replier Illllie On wllkh a,'e f>ng''II,'ed ti,e nlt"'!!.. or Ihe ..""Hoi rom",l.·

slonel'" secrelal")'. IIrchltect and ,",slslan18.
A !'Of'per plate on which Is enlfTllved a" e/)Home or memorable e,'enls

In th" history or the 01'1111,,11.9.11011 of the Ten' lory anti Stllte or >l11"neso
tn (eopled' helow).

Clt~' DI,.,~ctor~' for Ihe yell I' 1898 of St. Paul. cIIPltnl or i\llnllellotll..
NorthwC'lten, OAKelte",' nnd l:!ush,elUl Dlreet(lry.
A 1111. enllrosaed On parchment. or the oonlenlS Of the romer Itone.
A copy or the procnm lI"d cerel"onh~. or lAylnc the COn,er atone.

One Or the COlmer 1IIIltes that lie In the stone bellI'S. the following In-
BeI'lllllon:

EI'ITOM,.; OF ;\IEMOU,\Br,E EVEN'fS
III tbe Hlator7 or tbe Acqulaltlon lind Or&'lInlzatlon 01 tbe T!!rrltorJ' lind

Stste 01 Minnesota,
l'iU.-i\larch l_Cel!.$lon by Illtl Sinte or Vlra1nla 10 the United SlatclI

or tllllt pUl"tlon of i\llnnt:'sola 1)'1"" eaSI or the ·)llsBlssIIlIII ,·h·el·.
18()3.-Allrl1 3I)-T"ellt)' conelUded with Franeo for the eCSIlloll of

[.oullliana 10 the United StIltell. embracing Ihllt portion or ;'IJlnnClIOtll lyIng
",est or the ),U"",lllllt)l)l river.

lSO~.-Scpt. ~3--Conrerenel!fl wllh tlltrerent bantlll of Indiana.
IS31._Io'eb. IS-COI,,'~ntloJl with WllhpollkOOll'h and olher Sioux lndl·

""H. 1838.-June 15-Tl'cl.ly with ChlpIl'lwnll. bv 'H,enry IXxlge, proclaImed.
183S._June 15-Tr.... I)· with Sioux, by J, R. Poinsett, Ill'och'lmed,
IUl.-The nrst pre·emlltlon claim to land III St. Antl,ony Jo'alls

ma,le by YI"llnklln St~le.
I8U,_Ma~h 3-The United Slates congrt:1lll polllled the organle aet

ereatlng the TerrItO'/' of Mlnuesotn.
18a._June 1_' he ~vel"llor, Alexandel' HnmSfly, by l'roclllmll.Uon,

dcelA",,1 the terrlto,·y dull' o,·ganl~ed. Populntlon.•.9+'1.
18U.-Feb. U-The treaty or TrII.'·erae dell Stoux. made by AIe:llIIlldel'

Itamltt:)' and Luke ~, with the Sioux Indlanll, on July U. ISi1, nnd the
treaty or MendOlA, nlade by Alexander HamlM!)' Bnd Luke Lelt, with the
Slolix In<Jllln" 011 AliI\". 5. 1861. were \,rOCllllllled by the Ill"csldent.

18li7._F·eh. 26-1'he aet :,ulhol"1z'lg the telTtto,')' 10 fOl'lll a BtUIl
go,'ernlllent llllllsed II)' eOllg~lUI.

1S!>1.--Dc:t 13--A !ltllte eon!ltltutlon WAil adoilled.
lSU,-ltIa)' II-Concreu IlOIssed the nCI admlttlnr; Mlnnf'lM)ta Inlo

the Union, Henry Hllstlncs Sibley belnc Ihe nrst !Itllie 1I0"en,or, POllulll
lion. IGO.()ai.

ISU~-Jul~' 2_'l'he nut railroad In Mlnn<'80hl ",as oJ)Cl'llted. Ihe Imln
rUllOlllltt" r..um St. Pnul to SI. AnthollY.

IllGl to ISll'>-),Unnel'lOhl furnillhed more thlln 2(;,000 men ror the WII,'
of the RebellL<.n.

lUO.--June I_Populatlon. United Stntu ce"....u.. 1,301.S!fl.
1lI'~.-June l-Potmlntlon, !Itate een ....ull, I.G1~,II'.
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in UIC COI'uel' stone, and then proceeded to call upon the hon
ored fathel' of the eOllllllonwenlth, Ex·GOVCI'llOI' and Ex-Sen
ator Rnlllsey, the first territorial govel'llor of Minnesota, to
lay the stOllC in its place, nnd while he was pel'fol'ming with
his silvcr tl'owcl this most intcresting duty the bands played
aud thc peoplc sang the national hymn, "America." Gov
ernor Clough having announee<l the stone as weU and properly
set, the multitude was dismissed with the henedietion by
Bishop Gilbert.

DH'IIICUI:l'JES OVJ.;H.CO:\IE .... ND THE BUll.DING COXlPLJITED.

Following the laying of the eoruer stone, the work of con·
stl'\lction continlled with gl'eat activity, 'l'lIe commissioncl'B,
however, begau to feel hampered by the reduced amouut of
funds coming into theil' hands from the annual tax levy of
two·tenths of a. mill upon the assessed value of propel'ty in
the stnte. These assessments, ns stated before, steadily di·
minished, instead of constantly increasing, as was the expecta
tion nt the time the Act was pnssed. It became applll'Cnt
thnt the work would have to stop unless the legislature re
lieved the conditions.

The Commissionel'S in their report of January 1st, 1899,
directed thc attention of the legislature to the situation that
confronted them, and prayed for the Ilecessnl'y relief. This
the legislature of 1899 grllnted, by pnssing nn act which au
thorized the COlmnissioners to anticipate fntUl'e rcvcnlles by
i~lling eel·tifieates of indebtedness as might be necessary.
Throughollt the yelll's of ]899 and 1900 the work progl'esscd
wiUlOnt intel'l'uption. The beanty of the growing building
been me morc llnd nlore appnrent, but thc vel'y splendor of the
rising walls,

"The pl'iucely dome, the l!olumll and the Rl'ch,
'1'he bt'enthing mal'blc and the sculptured gold,"

only brought embal'l'assmeut to the Commissioners, For while
the building could be eOlllpleted with all its nppointments com
fOl'tnble llnd useful and within the SUIlt fixed by the act, yet

I
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that limit would preclude the expense of the intel'ior classic
finish so necessal'y to appropriately conform to the exterior.

Imprcssed by the situation, the COlllmissioners, in their re
port of 1901 and 1903, frankly slate that "owing to the rise
in prices, adherence to the original limit of cost would COIll
pel the use of inferior matel,ial and workmanship," 'l'hey
then !)roceed to specify their meaning more clearly, in de·
tail. 'Vooden instead of stonc flool's must bc uscd for the
rotul1da, corridors and rooms; tin instead of tile roofing;
plain plaster finish illl'tead of mosaic ceiling and vanlting;
the grRlld stail'wflYs with only empty hnlls and plain plastered
wnlls, instelld as now of the beautiful ceiling supported by
mnl'ble columl1s and walls embellished with marble wuill
seoting and pilastel"S; and plain oak doors for the main en
trnllee, instead of the pl'esent lllllssivc ones of bl'ouze, '1'0
avoid sueh a plain and unattractive fmish, the eomnussiOll('l's
I'eeollllliended an inereased apPI'oprintioll, in order to Clll'l'y
out the mOL'e artistic plans of the architcct, as weU as to pel'
mit the installation of llle latest and most improved methods.
of lighting, heating, and ventill\tion; and also to pUl'chnse
lldditiolllli lots required to complete the sYlllmetry ot the capi
tol gronnds, Besides these illll)Ortant ChllllgeS in the plans and
designs, the architect was not unmindful of those artistic
embellishmcllts so necessary to fittingly crOWD this splelUlid
symbol of the people's sovereignty, 'Vith l\ cOUl'age tJlat
should command OUI' lldllliratioll and our thanks, he l'eCOIll
mended a bl'ouze Quadl'ign to surmount' the main enll'nnce
pavilion, nUll'bIe stntulu'y of heroic sizc: flnd mural deeol'a
tions, all by the most famous artists, and stately and dignified
granite lIppl'oaehes to the lIutill elllrunecs of the bllilL!ill~,

Hany of these l'eeOlllJncndations that might have beeu I'e
ceived in the cultured centcrs of the wodd as the obvious
artistie fUl'llishings of such a noble structure, seem somewhat
stllrtling wheu suggested to the new people of a frontier
pI'airie state, But the lIIembel'S of the legislature, inspired
and e<1ucntcd doubtless by the pl'eSCllee of such Illaguificellt

IJ
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flrchiteetnl'e, rose gl'andly to these I'eeollllllelldations, and in
cl'cllsed the OI'iginlll IlPPl"Ojll'illtioll *],000,000 in thc session of
1901, /lnd $1,500,000 in .the session of 1903, lllllking the total
Ilppropriations $4,500,000.

The total expenditmc II]) to JUliuary 1st, 1905, is $3,975,
8GO.33. The /lmount yet to be pnid 011 uncompleted contracts,
wh(,11 finished, is $3G1,989.51, milking the totnl cost of IP'ollnds
lind building $4,337,849.84,

Although the cost of the ncw capitol far exceeds the sum
fixed in thc act for its consh'llction, yet nothing has been done
_find no money has been spent that hns 110t been fully authoriz
ed b)' the legislature, 'Vith a. laudably ambitious purpose to
e['eet a building of the most stately aud illlpl'essive dignity,
the Commissioners lit the Sllllle time have been true to the
law nnder which they acted, 'Phny arc now pl'epal'ed to ac
·quit themselves of theil' trust, with a consciousness of wOI'k
well and faithfn1Jy done. That thc people of the sbtte have
aeeepted the l'csult of t.heir labors Witll the most justifiable
pride and the greatest satisfaction, tllcrc can bc no doubt.
It would be a most graceful and mel'itorions act on the part
of the stllte, if the legislntlll'e in its wisdom should l'eeogni7.c
the valuable labors of the commissioners by fin approprinti9D
for theil' services, mOl'C in keeping with their value tllan th<>
meager compcnsation allowcel them in the original act,

'I'here ;yet remllin two things fOl' t.he state to do, in order
to l'OllJld ont tlle eompletcllcss of the wode alread;y done:

Fil'st, to pmchase the pl'Opcl'ty ndjoining the capitol
grounds and convel't it into a gl'all{l park-like appl·oach to
the capitol, as ah'elHly proposed in the plans submitted by
:1[1'. Gilbel'tj fwd

Second, to JlI'ovide n state mansion on 01· ncar the capitol
gl'ollnds, fOl' t.he residenee of the govel'llol' thH'ing his tel'lll of
officE', while absent fl'OIll his own home, so that he! will not be
compelled to find an abiding plnce, as best he call, in some
hotel or boal'ding house,

In conclusion, to anothel' lllllst be committed the pleasant
.dllt,\' of sOllle time plMing' on the recol'ds of this Soeiety a
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minute and critical dcscription of thc wealth of artistie beau
ty to be fonnd illustrated in this royal home of our commOD·
wealth, The spendid conception of Gilbert, the architect,
l'ealizcd in the building itself. the sculptures of French, tbe
decol'alious of Garnsey, the lDural paintings of La. Farge,
Blashfield,· Simmons, Walker, Cox, Millet, Yolk, Pyle, find
Zogbnuln, never will cease to delight our people .and educate
thelU to a bettcr appreciation of the true and beautiful in
art.
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